TEXT 6 (page 58-59)

Compared to the pressures put on the resources and the environments of the open oceans, those affecting coastal and? estuarine waters are much more severe. The history of the twen​tieth century, particularly its latter half, has been marked by man's movement to the sea. The coastal areas of America conti​nue to attract a steady stream of immigrants from inland states. In Europe and in many other parts of the world a similar trend is evident. The coastline is an attractive place for living —rec​reation, in theory, at least, is available in one's front yard in the form of boating, fishing, swimming, and a variety of other shoreline or water sports. Coastal areas have naturally attracted industry and commerce, through the appeal of cheap, waterborne-transportation and the apparent availability of large quantities of water for industrial uses. 

Use of the coastal zone, however, has seldom been planned to take into account the vulnerability of the environment. Instead, virtually every from of environmental affront has taken place. Thus, esturine marshes and coastal swamps form a source of nutrients of great importance to marine aquatic life and also provide shelter and a nursery ground for о wide variety of otherwise-oceanic species. They are not only highly productive themselves (but are vital to the maintenance of productivity in a much wider oceanic area. To the developer, however, they represent areas to be dregded and filled in order to form platforms on which hou​ses or other coastal accommodations can be built, or areas thro​ugh which boat canals can be dreged to allow boat access to new residential areas.

Efforts to drain marshes along the coast have further resul​ted in the cutting of canals which move freshwater quickly the sea. Where previously runoff moved slowly through a variety of winding channels, picking up nutrients and slowly mixing with saltwater, the new canals create massive outpourings of freshwa​ter after each rain. This can disrupt the aquatic life in the bays or channels into which it is poured. Rapid drainage of freshwater .has also caused a movement of saltwater inland through what were formerly freshwater aquifers. This has caused a salting up •of water supplies needed by the new seashore communities.

Rivers and streams bring into the esturine zone all of the pollutants and excess nutrients they have picked up in their flow -across the lands. Added to this, new coastal communities suffer .all the effects resulting from the concentrations of toxic substan​ces and excessive fertilization. Undesurable planktonic blooms .are balanced by the loss of more desirable species of aquatic life.

