RECREATION

Water-based recreation is now big business in America. In many places — Reston, Virginia, and Columbia, Maryland, are examples — new towns and communities are planned around artificially created bodies of water in the expectation they will make the site more attractive to the prospective home buyer. Waterfront property has become a scarce and expensive commodity. The costs of new dams and reservoirs are partially justified -on the basis of the recreation use they will attract. In a survey of America's outdoor recreation preferences, the water-based sports of swimming, fishing, boating, ice skating, water skiing, canoeing, and sailing ranked in the top twenty pursuits. There is no doubt the demand for access to recreation water is high and growing.

The need for natural bodies of water, untouched by develop​ment of any kind, is also great. Natural streams, lakes, and se​ashores which can be maintained in a near-primeval condition have become scarce in America, and have a value not only to those seeking, a high quality of outdoor recreation but also for the study of hydrology, ecology, and other environmental scien​ces. These areas form needed reference points for comparison with those areas man has changed.

There is a tendency in water development projects to unde​restimate the value of an untouched stream or other body of wa​ter and to overemphasize the benefits in irrigation, urban water, power, or other quantifiable benefits to justify the construction of engineering facilities.

Relatively few people go on nature walks or hike in wild /country compared to those who drive or walk about the city. But the comparison is again open to question. Few people have been -taught anything about nature or how to appreciate wild country. Few people have the same opportunity to participate, therefore, in activities that include a personal involvement with wild natu​re, as in activities that    involve   only a motor car and a road.

Should we spend federal and state funds more for building highways and swimming pools, because these are what people will use, or should we spend the money for building the skills and appreciation needed for better use of wilder and more natural environments? There are those who say we must not make value judgments about recreation, that nobody can say that a hike in the wilderness or the operation of a sailing craft on the ocean is a higher form of recreation that driving a car or sitting by a swimming pool. Undoubtedly, those who understand the values, the skills of skiing or sailing, or the adventure of hunting are in a better position to make judgements about them than those who know of these things only from seeing them on television.

