THIRD WORLD URBANIZATION

Urbanization in the Third World, even with the presence of many very large cities, represents a different kind of situation than most Americans associate with the city and merits conside​rable discussion. Urban growth does not automatically bring affluence and prosperity to the masses — or create a large middle class, as Third World cities amply demonstrate.

Urbanization in developing areas is proceeding in a different cultural and economic environment than that experienced by the developed world. It is very difficult to conceptualize the differen​ce, but perhaps the term false urbanization captures part of the contrast. It is false urbanization in the sense that less developed regions do not experience a widespread expansion of skilled jobs •or the development of opportunities for an affluent middle class with urban expansion, as has been the case in the more developed nations. The problem is not the lack of large cities because deve​loping areas have some of the largest and fastest-growing urban areas in the world.

The widespread poverty, lack of skills, and low education le​vels in developing areas, even in the fase of urbanization are partly due to the rapid rate of population increase from the mi​gration of unskilled rural peasants to the cities, which makes assimilation difficult. In rural areas of developing nations, oppo​rtunities for earning a living other than as a subsistence agricul​turalist are practically nonexistent. In the city other alternatives exist, even if only meager incomes are possible. High dependency burdens, associated with large families and little prospect for advancement, serve to institutionalize poverty. The pressure of continuous immigration of rural families to the city with little hope of advancement maintains a low wage structure for the unskilled.

